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Yuba Flood Control Project
Launched
Effort Aims To Protect Homes, Farms
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MARYSVILLE, Calif. -- Construction kicked off

Wednesday on a major flood control project in Yuba

County.

Organizers held a ground-breaking ceremony for a

six-mile levee expansion along the Feather River.

The goal is to provide enough protection to weather

a storm that has a 1-in-200 chance of happening in

any given year.

The $192 million project will include

what officials are calling the largest

setback levee ever built in California.

Actual work is scheduled to begin

within a week and wrap up later this

year.

In 1986 and 1997, the area where the ceremony occurred was submerged in flood waters.

Many people died, thousands of homes were ruined and crop land was impacted.

Flood survivor Walt Whitenton called the project "tremendous," adding that is will make

local residents much safer.

The levee will stretch from Olivehurst to Plumas Lake.
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